Dobbin Bows Out 
Carlisle’s Top Jockey, Tony Dobbin, will ride his last race in Thursday’s Jumps Season Finale at the Blackwell Track. 
Since experiencing his first win at Carlisle on ‘Barney O’Neil’ in July 1990, Tony Dobbin has been the courses’ top performing jockey.  The Blackwell Track is his local racecourse, and also his favourite.  And it’s where he’s chosen to officially hang up his whip.

Over his eighteen year-career, Dobbin has enjoyed plenty of success at Carlisle.  He’s also become the seventh most successful jump jockey of all time; riding almost 1200 winners.
Dobbin is probably best known for winning the 1997 Monday Grand National; a race postponed for 48 hours after a bomb scare.  Nevertheless, he won in style; romping home by 25 lengths on Lord Gyllene.  He has also enjoyed winners at the Cheltenham Festival and on ‘One Man’ in the Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup.
After his apprenticeship with racing legend Jonjo O’Neill, Tony became champion conditional jockey and was offered the position of stable jockey for Gordon Richards.  He has remained at the Greystoke stables for the past fourteen years; now racing for Gordon’s son, Nicky.

In his spare time, Tony enjoys playing football and is a keen golfer.  But he’s not planning on taking it easy in his retirement.  The 35-year old will be continuing his career in racing; joining partner Rose Davidson in setting up an all-purpose yard in Northumberland.  Backed by her father Duncan Davidson plans to open the yard at the start of the 2009-10 jumps season.

Racecourse Managing Director, John Baker, comments “Thursday will be a sad day for the course; watching Tony ride for the last time.  We’re thrilled he chose Carlisle as his last race and I’m sure his many local fans will turn out to give him a good finale.  Let’s hope he wins his last one!”

“We all wish Tony and Rose well in their new project and look forward to welcoming Tony back to Carlisle, as a trainer.”

 

Tickets for the Jumps Season Finale are priced from £13 for adults, and children under 16 are admitted FREE.  Gates open at 12 noon and the first race is at 2.15pm.  Tickets can be booked by calling 01228 554700 or by visiting www.carlisle-races.co.uk.  You can also buy tickets on the door.
The next meeting will be a Bank Holiday Family Fun Day, held on Monday 26th May.  This meeting marks the start of the popular flat season at Carlisle.  For further details, visit www.carlisle-races.co.uk. 
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Photo: Dobbin riding a winner on Monet’s Garden, at Carlisle in 2006
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2008 Spring Race Dates:
Monday 26th May


Bank Holiday Family Fun Day
Monday 2nd June


Flat Racing

Monday 16th June


Kingmoor Park Charitable Trust Raceday

Wednesday 25th June

Bell and Plate Day

Jumps racing will return on Friday 10th October. 

Carlisle Racecourse is a Jockey Club Racecourse.

The other thirteen members of the Jockey Club Racecourses are 

Aintree, Cheltenham, Epsom Downs, Haydock Park, Huntingdon, 

Kempton Park, Market Rasen, Newmarket, Nottingham, 

Sandown Park, Warwick, Exeter and Wincanton.
[image: image1.jpg]



MORE THAN JUST HORSE RACING………

CONFERENCES ● BANQUETING ● EXHIBITIONS ● WEDDINGS ● PARTIES
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