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NEWS RELEASE

ESCALA HEADLINE CARLISLE RACECOURSE’S

CFM SUMMER FAMILY FESTIVAL EVENING
ESCALA – the electronic string quartet who sprung to fame in last year’s Britain’s Got Talent on ITV – have been announced as the headliners at Carlisle Racecourse’s CFM family racing festival.

The evening racing fixture – which is on Saturday 4 July – is one of the most popular of the year at the Cumbrian racecourse.

The group will play after the horse racing finishes immediately prior to a fireworks display that rounds off the evening.

John Baker, the racecourse’s managing director, said: “We’re delighted to announce the headline act that will be playing at our CFM Summer Family Festival Evening in July.  Escala were a big hit on Britain’s Got Talent, and I am sure they will attract a lot of people to come racing with us on 4 July.”

The racecourse opens at 3pm for an afternoon and evening of family fun, music and horse racing.  The locally based rock band The Pirannahs, a jazz act, and the CFM radio roadshow will provide musical interludes during the afternoon.

Advance tickets can be ordered at the racecourse or online.  Premier Enclosure is £20 and Grandstand & Paddock is £15.  Seniors pay £10 in the Grandstand & Paddock Enclosure.  Accompanied under 16s are admitted free of charge.  Further information is available at www.carlisle-races.co.uk, while tickets can be ordered on 0844 579 3002.
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For further information, please contact:

John Baker, managing director, at Carlisle Racecourse on 01228 554700 or by emailing john.baker@jockeyclubracecourses.com
Background information about Escala

Victoria Lyon - violin
Victoria, a child prodigy in her day, is a highly gifted violinist.  She graduated from The Royal College of Music two years ago.  She has toured with Simply Red, and War Of The Worlds amongst others.  Victoria has gained lots of experience in a very short space of time.  She loves all styles of music, including pop, rock, funk and classical.  She has recently performed with the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra.  As well as playing violin, Victoria enjoys sport, and travelling.

Izzy Johnston - violin
Izzy comes from a highly musical family and is one of the top young performers in the country.  Having recently performed a solo performance at The Royal Albert Hall with her brother Magnus, Izzy has proved to be extremely talented in all areas of music.  She has even been known to dabble in bit of acting from time to time, one achievement standing out, when she was invited to South Africa to feature in a Persil advertisement.

Chantal Leverton - viola
Chantal studied at The Royal Academy of Music.  She was recently invited to perform on solo viola in Dubai for the launch of the new Baldessarini Boutique and was featured in the Middle East OK Magazine.  She has performed with major pop artists including Blue, Aled Jones, and War of The Worlds.  She has performed in world famous venues including the Royal Albert Hall, Birmingham Symphony Hall, Barbican and many more. She has many other interests including art, sport and film. 

Tasya Hodges - cello
Tasya graduated from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in 2004 and enjoys a diverse and exciting career spanning a whole range of musical styles.  Trained as a classical musician, Tas has performed with the prestigious London Symphony Orchestra.  She was also on the 'War of the Worlds' tour in 2006, the Take That tour 2007 and recently she has recorded with the Arctic Monkeys and The Streets.  She has been a member of 'The Heritage Orchestra' recording their first album in Abbey Road which released in 2006.  She has performed at the Montreaux and the London Jazz festivals.  Her passions are music and languages of which she speaks four.
